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Take a historical tour of the Jewish calendar and the astronomy and mathematics upon which it is

based. This is an encyclopedic reference work on all aspects of the calendar, and an invaluable aid

for the study of Maimonides' Laws of Proclaiming the New Month.
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This book is a valuable reference and aid to understanding the Rambam's classic: "Hilchos Kiddish

HaChodesh" - Laws of the Sanctification of the New Moon.The book follows the text of the Rambam

(Maimonides), and explains in detail each paragraph. The tables provided make interesting and

useful comparisons to relevant sections (such as between current astronomical knowledge and the

Rambam's figures, or the debate between Rav Shmuel and Rav Adda).It does tend to simplify a

little too much in places, and the summaries at the end of each chapter maybe useful to some,

would have been perhaps better placed at the back.The explanations however are full, and have

clarified many different problems that I found insoluable with the Rambam, until reading this book.

A clear text with the obscure mathematics used by the Rambam clearly derived and explained.I

highly recommend this book to anyone interested in understanding the complex greek mathematics

used by the Rambam.
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